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Not even high gas prices
can slow the truck juggernaut.
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capife the continued carping of
the global-warming Cassancdras
and the Lolly pasoling prices that
s suffered For much of Las vear,
fhe shaft fowvand truck-tvpe vehi-
£ cles continues unabated. Mone
than 54 percent of the velicles sold in
America in X049 were SUVs. piekups, and
i, Tlut's v Pronn 5302 0w 2005 sl o

timmes the steady trend that hos been going
o pretly miseh forever—aor an least sinec
190, welieh 15 as Gar back as oor reconds

acand when cuck sales were o mere 9.3
percent of the nurker

Given buvers” seemingly insuliable
interest in these machines tae can ol
plemty of people and sl it wo swrpn s
manuiacierers keep eranking oul morg
new molels eVEry Y, LY I::rlL-.:I:.' MAaner-
wan phencmenan an first, recks have now
become mermetional, with the Asan
maekers competing in all segments and
cviein the Buropeans jumping heavily into
LW,

In 20405, compelition is strong noeross
thie tneck hunclseage. W had plency ol nom-
mees i eviETy Cillegory —even 11 Yains,
where list vear™s reigning champ, the
'I'|1:.-'-:'-|:', Brenmi., ':""I'."' Tl 1y e Tovey miesw
cintrics, both of which were formidabie.
Perenmial hesiseller Cheysler bs exgad-
ed the van stote-cf-the-puckaging-ar with
its new Siowy i Gooseating. Meanwhilc,
Honda  showed ap owith e all-new
Onlyseey, with severd major improvements
ovier s predecessor, which bawl won thas



citlepory i Ehe Firs) three vears of SPest.

Pickups were also stong. with several
ne, simaller I||:|1|-'f||:||-.-i.-:|.=—'r|.'|||;| can’l
rexlly cull them compact anymore—
catrecs froin Dasdlpe, Missan, aod Toyol,
In 5L 5, we hid o diverse mix of all-new
rnchines, such as the Land Bover LR,
the Inlwmin QX5 the Jeep Grand
Cherckes, the Ford Freestvle, and the
Cleevialer Equanox, We also bad several
estublished plavers with  substantial
upgrades, sanging fom e Volve X090
with s pew -8 to the Ford Escope with
its highly touted hybrid powerrain.

Lauer Tive CHLERLIFIES METRELn I.'|r|'-:|."l:..' 1hi
st us Lost vear’s, Anghing with an open
bedd s @ pickup. Vans have avwo-hox pro-
e fsmud] Fromi bow for the engine fol-
loweed by a big box for people and ciarpoh
wilh slding rear sice doors and the ability
o fold or remove the rear passenger sears
[N ]I‘l.'\l::ll.ILIL'L' (4[5 liIrE:L' wiluane.

SUW5, as uspal, are a bil more compli-
cared as they contiwwe w moeph and
mulake in new and unanticipated direc-
tigns. Our size distinetions carried over
frcan Last year, i s, any SUY ool longer
than [ # inches and less chon 2400 pounds
falls Bt ok simall STy, E'p'-i.'l'_'.'[|'|i|l_|.:_
else is hig

That is until we 2et to price. As some
il the EEpEnsIve brranicls comme up wilh
more affordable models, sueh as the
Forsche Cavenne W& (341,915 hase
pricel, and top-of-the-line Ford Expedi-
ticns cun well e the 05 (505, 155 Do an
Expedition King Eanch SWENL 0 becnmes
increasingly lard 1o sift the diamaonds From
e warconiz. This vear, we came up wath
un approach that should, with minor
acljusiments, work For a few nore years.
Terqqual ity os luxory, a model had < hove
a base price of neeaee than 5335000 Tor he
Fenst-expensive version and oller al leos)

ong mexdel swith u bose price of mese than
S5, (H0.

T ke comesicleresd, o wehicle had do shoa
up Tor aur mid-Cierober test session, We
evalwated al | the coatlichsnes an vy of
ronds in Lhe vicinity of our est site in
weateriy Wasluenw Couney, Michigai,

Asonsnnl, e raled e vebaeles an Thraee
midjor arcas: driver satisfaction, which
ncluclies fum 1o drve, -.|3,'|:||1t:._ el ol
ness; utility and competenee ol the
vehicle's intembad sk, which is parhca
lurly critical todrucks, which ore =il mon:
for work than For plessure; and Finally,
wpc e, Briscise v e corvineen] hieyers ine
ahwavs interested in maximom bang for
tlag buek,

After cur panel of nine edilors rited
every velicle Froon |ooo L0, the 2005
SBest winners revealed themselves, Inothe
nexl fow pages, we'llwell vou all abow
them,

SMALL SPORT-LITILITY VEHICLE

Subaru Farester 2.5XT

b problem with moso sport-utilicy
T'. clicles is tial the spaarl pard 15 SO
thing vou ve g sfowed in the cargo
by o strapped onts he ool eack, 10 be
uliliged when vou reach vour destination
Mowmain bikes, Kavaks, Camping gear
Ful thit™s maal the case with this ligle
rascil. The Farester 255T is ane of those
cxrremely vere uies than deliver sport—ihe
fun-to-drive variely—and utility in egual
measure, which miakes gening there at
least as anjoyvable as whitever yor e

Capynght € 2005 Hacheta Filiaanchi Media LS

going 1o do after you wisloand.
Muyhe mone so,

The key leene is the KT 5 -
Brochierped 25 hter Thds lour, whoch chiumes
up 210 horsepower and 235 pound-feet of
tonguie, eomipared with the 165 losses and
a6 povd-Fesl ol the paturally aspirated
cdition. Pateed with the standacd five-
specd manual pearbox (i four-speed to-
musitic 15 optional b the tarbo nwtor hustles
thi= natl ¥ Trve-ilmar ey Gk r|'||1I| n 5,3 sec-
onds. quicker than anyehing in its class,
Chuscker, im Gzer, ta all B o Bandiul of
5L0%s, eliss notwithstinding

[ntrodueed in 2002, the Forescer is
bl o the comapaiet Inpress sadan, with

i [ -DANEE |

T

SUN sivling, o licle exirn ground olcis-
sinee, and o taller eonfhme, To Gact, et
roofline—~62.6 inches—delines the Cor
eivred Crriver Boundary Between SUV S and
stution wapons
Like all Subies, the Farester 2.3XT's
st ol staebered Cestwres o loddes el ke
all-wheel deive. With the rear seots folded
ant, Ul SIgN lnalel Iy lex & i T,
That™s rmore than you get inoan lmpreen
sz, Bt e bave tooadioun he Forester's
max cupacity tunks of the boliom of ity
clogs, alchough i's within a couple cubey
il Bhe ol CH-% mel Ford I'Zh.l:.'||||.'.
Wi also admil che XT is the only
miember of the Forester Gunily
thud™s renlly furmed our heads, The
stsdard Forester dadi’t guite
maka the 3Best cul bwo vears apoe,
- Of course, the KT8 solo siilus
L coulid chamge i the romaored MH)-
lip Forester ST becomes a reality,
2o provweer cormupl? Adsolonely.

wedtlcle bypo: front engne. Seheeldrve, 5 prsesge, 5amy
wIRIn

Ease prices 216,10

Ergine bype: talscha gedanddengaol gd DOHC Wopaben ¢ 5
I1zr 432

Fawer 158k ret) PNl Ehp A EEIDapm

lorg-g- 150E et . 35% b 51 MaChopm
TRr&msuce e mneel, dmerd i
Virpidzane ndm
Lenig i fea AR NESEM
Corh g 3 150-1150 h

ERA, byl econaimsy, Qs dira1g, 1925 g

Ine. Al Fighes Ansnrsad



	\docu0001.JPG
	\docu0002.JPG

