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Stylish All-New Subaru
Legacy and Outback for 2005
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Raising the bar in the fiercely competitive midsize sedan segmni:
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TALK ABODUT UPSETS.
When the Subaru Legacy
beat out the Tovota Prius
for Japan's 2004 Car of the
Year, the Japanese media
had a field day, comparing
it 1o Buster Douglas” sur-
prise victory over Mike
Twson, Even Subaru execs
were caught ofT guard
supposedly no one from
Subaru had prepared an
acceptance speech at the
annual awards event.

But for those who had
driven the car. the nows
came as no surprise. The
Leracy is that good. Final-
Iv, o wear after its intro-
duetion i Japan, we’ll be

gelling our own version of

the award-winning car
here in the States. And
after a day-long test drive.
| must admit this new
Subaru is no fluke; it’s
better- looking inside and
out and onc of the best-
handling cars in 115 seg-
men,

Subaru designers wiped
the drawing board clean
when dezigning the new

Legacy. The boxy shape
that characterized Lega-
cies of yore was replaced
with a sleek new profile,
highlighted by a long
nose (the base car doesn™t
et the hood scoop) and
an elliptical roofline that
Mows awlessly toa short
rear deck. The face 15 ag-
aressively styled with an
elegant rectangular grille
=

glass-covered headlights,
The large rear tmllights
arc simple yet stvlish,
step mside, and you'll
notice that the matenals
as well as Nt and Gimish
have been dramatically
unproved compared with
the previous model’s. The
dashboard design iz clean
and simple, with all knobs
and buttons within easy
redch of the driver, The
only shortcoming here 15
the lack of head room al
the rear, Anyone taller
than & feet sitting in the
rear seats will probahly
find the top of their head
brushing the roof,

Powering the new
Legacy 2.5 GT 15 the same
turbocharzed 2.5-liter Nat-
4 found m the company s
formidable sports sedan,
the WRX 5Ti. [n the
Legacy, this powerplant
prodduces 2350 bhp and 230
[b.-fi. of torque. While |
love this engine in the lm-
preza WERX 5T, 1 would
have preferred something
with a bit more linear ae-
celeration i this car,
There's a dead spot below
2500 rpm, and while the
on-01T natre of the fur-
bcharger (which occurs
around 3000 rpm ) may be
fun when driving in a spir-

ited manner, 1t can get tire-
some 1 momg around cor-
ners 15n°L your thing,

Than said, the new
Legacy does invite you to
take turns faster than in
FOUr £€ve r}'l'.‘li:'l}" commuter,
The car'’s stecring 15
¥ quick and precise,

. and 15 handling bal-
ANCE 15 near neu-
teal. Despite
bemg awd.
the Legacy

reacts like a

rear-wheel
driver, pos-
SERSING Fi-
sponse and
aglity more

akin o some-
thing from Lier-
many than Japan. The
:-ill:-i|'|-E]'I.’~ii-I.':I[] 5}'51{2“1
MacPherson struts up
front and multilink a1 the
rear—does a commend-
ahle job of providing sta-
bility while keeping body
roll minimal.

The new Chutback 3.0 12
shares the same basic sel-
up as the Legacy. but with
one major difference: It
gets the 3.0-liter flat-o,
This engine has seen a
number ol improvements
from the previous version,
includimg variable valve

tming and [t The -
cvhinder powerplant now
produces 250 bhp and 21
[b.-ft. of torgue, very simi
lar numbers to the turbo-
charged flat=4 (which is
available m the Cutback
2.5 X, but the way
puts the power down 15 as
different as night and day
A glance at the specs re-
veals that the turbocharge
2.5-liter’s peak worque of
250 [b.-ft. comes at 3600
rpm. while the 3.0-lter’s
218 comes al a higher
A0 Bt what's |:'ll_'-:.'“|.I|ii'I.I'
15 that from the driver's
seat, the 3.0 R leaves the
line more smoothly with-
out the lag of the 2.5. The
gear ratios of the 5-speed
AULOMEALIC fransmission
(A F-speed manual 15 also
offered b feel betier suned
ton the G-cvlimder.

Az for price. the 2.5
Legacy GT will come in -
523995 {the baze model
with 2 [68-bhp naturally
aspirated 2.3-liter flat-4
will be $20.9935). The Ou
back 3.0 R, which will bg
available in L.L, Bean an
Vehicle Dynamics Contr
triiv, wall start at 532195
Expect to see the new
Legacy at dealer show-
rooms in the earlv fall. |

B The Legacy (top) and Outbock boast excellent fit and fini
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